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IS FAITH ENOUGH?
SUBSTANCE USE AND COMMUNITIES OF FAITH

James Campbell, LPC, LAC, MAC, CACII

INTRODUCTION TO SAMHSA’S
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER CENTERS (TTC’s)

Purpose
The purpose of the Technology Transfer Centers (TTC) program 

is to develop and strengthen the specialized behavioral 

healthcare and primary healthcare workforce that provides 

substance use disorder (SUD) and mental health prevention, 
treatment, and recovery support services. 

Help people and organizations incorporate effective practices

into substance use and mental health disorder prevention, 

treatment and recovery services.

• One of 10 regional resource centers for 
addiction and recovery related training 
and technical assistance funded by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA). 

• Located at the National Center for 
Primary Care at the Morehouse School 
of Medicine in Atlanta

• Serves the states of Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee

Southeast Addiction Technology Transfer 

Center (Southeast ATTC) Objectives

Participants in this session will be able to: 

1. Verbalize the prevalence of substance use disorders in the general United 

States population, 

2. Identify four criteria of any disease,

3. Articulate two reasons choice and will power alone are not an effective 

strategy for recovery,

4. Describe two ways faith communities can help support recovery. 
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Foundational Agreements

• How many of you would say that you 
disagree with someone in your faith 
community regarding something you 
believe?

• How many of you would say that you 
disagree with someone in your work 
community regarding something you 
believe?

• Can we approach our time together with 
humility enough to listen and compassion 
enough to express views with kindness and 
respect?

Let’s Do the Math

•According to the National Institutes of Health, it is 
estimated that 1 in 10 individuals will struggle with a 
non-alcohol, substance use disorder at some point in 
their lifetime and 1 in 3 will develop an alcohol use 
disorder at some point in their lives.

•This means that in a group of 100 at any given place of 
worship, on average between 30-40 will struggle with a 
substance use disorder at some point in their life.
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Drowned or Murdered?

Inadequate Responses

◦ Pray More

◦ Read More

◦ Try More

◦ Do More

How Can Faith Communities Help? 

◦ Talk About It
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#Rx Summit     www.NationalRxDrugAbuseSummit.org

How Can Faith Communities Help? 

◦ Talk About It

◦ Refer When Appropriate

◦ Share Resources

#Rx Summit     www.NationalRxDrugAbuseSummit.org

How Can Faith Communities Help? 

◦ Talk About It

◦ Refer When Appropriate

◦ Share Resources

WHY ARE WE HERE?

10%

Equip Your Community

◦ Talk About It

◦ Have Resources

◦ Be Compassionate

◦ Use Respectful Language

◦ Be More Aware

◦ Be More Informed

◦ Partner with Recovery

◦ Have a Guest Speaker

◦ Have Peers Who Help

◦ Host Groups

◦ Meet Physical Needs

◦ Hold Support/Mutual Aid Groups

◦ Provide Services

◦ Refer When Appropriate
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Together

Resources and Upcoming Opportunities

• WEBINARS  (April and June)

• FAITH SURVEY  (February 2021)

• FUTURE LISTENING SESSIONS  (March 25, 9-11)

• FAITH & RECOVERY COLLABORATIVE  (April 2021)

• MILLENNIUM FAITH LEADERS  (April 2021)

• AIIR CONFERENCE   (July 14-16, 2021)

• FAITH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY   (Fall 2021)

• ISSUE BRIEFS

• OTHER ITEMS BEING DEVELOPED:
• FAITH PEER MODEL, FAITH CHAMPIONS MODEL, 

TOOLKITS

Contact Information:

James Campbell, LPC, LAC, MAC, CACII

◦ Technical Assistance Manager, SATTC/NCPC/MSM

◦ Adjunct Faculty, Various Universities

◦ Minister

Author of:
◦ Broken:  Finding Peace in Imperfection

◦ Perfect Marriage-Twenty Myths that Can Really Mess Up Your Relationships

◦ Don’t Forget Me (written with Steve Grant) 

◦ (864) 360-1636 jcampbell@msm.edu
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