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Certificate of Attendance vs. CE info

» All attendees will receive a cert. of attendance

» Attendees that can benefit from APA sponsored CE MUST complete
the training evaluation
» Link will be in the chat at the end of the presentation
* 1.5 CE, certs. to emailed by next week (or sooner)

 NMSU is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor
continuing education for psychologists. NMSU maintains responsibility for
the program and its content.

« Any and all feedback welcomed
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Learning Objectives

 List at least 3 Master of Science in Clinical Psychopharmacology (MSCP) degree
requirements

» Name 7 postdoctoral MSCP degree programs (for psychologists)

« Understand the intersectionality between American Psychological Association
(APA) Designation criteria, Academic degree requirements, and State laws with
prescriptive authority

» Regarding the field of addictions, conclude with at least 3 benefits of the

training and education in Clinical Psychopharmacology for Mental Health
Professionals

* Understand how the power to prescribe includes also the power to
“unprescribe.” (aka titration/discontinuation)



What’s the value of advanced training in
Clinical Psychopharmacology?

« Better patient care, multidimensional conceptualization

* Improved/accurate diagnostics and treatment

* Medication knowledge and interpretation of medical reports
 Improved consultation with allied health professionals

« Improved access to and continuity of care

 All applicable to the field of Addictions and Dual Dx!




Common MSCP degree Requirements -
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Postdoctoral MSCP advanced degree Programs -



https://www.apa.org/education-career/grad/designation
https://www.drake.edu/pharmacy/graduate/psypharm
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Alliant International University

- George M. Kapalka, PhD, MS, ABPP
Distinguished Professor, Program Director

» First MSCP in the US, established 1998, APA designated
- About 700 graduates
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Director: Amy Wachholtz, PhD, MDiv, MSCP
AmyWachholtz@UCDenver.Edu

MSCP-only (non-lisc track; 2 year)

MSCP+ Prescribing Fellowship Certificate (lisc track; 3 years)
Meets CO HB23-1701 + APA Program standards

Coursework

8 week blocks taught sequentially in a semester (2 per

semester)

1 night/week online live class @ University of Colorado Denver
Exception: Physical Assessment Course in person- 1 IN THE

week intensive course

Fellowship: 750 hours (150 unique patients)

https://clas.ucdenver.edu/psychology/graduate-program-clinical-psychopharmacology



https://clas.ucdenver.edu/psychology/graduate-program-clinical-psychopharmacology




‘
States with active RxP groups or have expressed a

interest in pursuing RxP in the next legislative

session:







Professional Testimonials

“Completing my master’s degree in clinical psychopharmacology and obtaining m
credential as a prescribing psychologist has allowed me to worK with underserve .
F(ﬂqulatlons for the past 20 years. My initial work as a prescribing psychologist was with the
ndian Health Service in Montana and New Mexico. As a prescribing psychologist, | was able
to offer medication treatments for children and adults suffering form serious mental
illness. In the vast majority of cases, | was the only psychiatric prescriber within a hundred
miles. Followm%my work with Indian Health Service, [ worked as a prescrlbm% psychologist
for the U. S. military. Because of my training, and through the use of telehealth services, |
was able to provide much needed services to active-duty military men and women in
remote locations where psychopharmacological services were not available. In addition to
providing care for conditions such as depression, bipolar disorder, posttraumatic stress
disorder, and schizophrenia, in both settings, | was able to provide much needed care
for individuals battling alcohol and opioid addiction. | credit my education and training in
clinical psychopharmacology with the ability to help thousands of highly vulnerable
individuals who would have likely gone without much needed evidence-based psychiatric
services.

Bret A. Moore, Psy.D., ABPP
Clinical & Prescribing Psychologist
Author, Editor, & Consultant



Testimonials Cont.

“As a practicing prescribing psychologist for the past 15 years | have increasingly
appreciated how well my postdoctoral training in psxchopharr.nqcology prepared
me to do this job safely and effectively. | admit that | was originally surprised by
the number of patients | encountered who struggle with addiction, but later
understood the insidious pervasiveness of substance use disorders (SUD) in the
ﬁeneral population. By no means do | consider myself an addictions expert,

owever, | have found that my ability to competently prescribe medications to
treat SUD is a powerful tool, especially when'it is part of a multidisciplinary
plan that includes addictions therapists and other specialists.”

David Shearer, PhD, MSCP

Board Certified Medical Psychologist

Past President, APA Division 55 Board of Directors
Chair, WA State Psychological Assn RxP Workgroup
Editor-in-Chief, Newsletter of Division 55
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1ination of Psychologists



https://www.apa.org/about/policy/rxp-model-curriculum.pdf
https://catalogs.nmsu.edu/global/nmsu-global/clinical-psychopharmacology-postdoctoral-ms-online/
https://www.asppb.net/page/PEPExam
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Public Safety and Trust

« Laws written with the influence of the medical community

» Consultation and Medical Literacy

 State Board Prescriptive Authority license - Board of Pharmacy
Controlled Substance # > DEA # - Prescription Monitoring
Program (e.g. NM PMP)

» Substantial Continuing Education (most Programs have APA
Sponsored CE; 60 CE for renewal, 40 must be Psychopharm in NM)

 Professional Organizations
» State Psychological Association of NM
o APA Div. 55: Society of Prescribing Psychologists



https://www.spanewmexico.org/
https://www.apadivisions.org/division-55/

Opposition and Ethics



https://www.apa.org/practice/guidelines/pharmacological-issues
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The Power to Unprescribe?!
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Resources
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 Use Disorders



https://www.psychdb.com/about/home
https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Clinical-Psychopharmacology-Therapists-Preston/dp/1648483682
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders

Q & A - Thank you!



mailto:clm-rxp@nmsu.edu
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